
JULY 2020 THE PRESBYTERIAN POST

Swisher/Snyder wedding 
June 23, 2020


Pastor Bruce McBurney 

First Wyoming United Presbyterian: 2972 Main Street (on the hill), Torrington WY, 82240 

Website: www.firstwyomingupc.org; Email: firstwyomingupc@gmail.com; 

Facebook: First Wyoming United Presbyterian; Phone: (307) 532-2972 

Community Presbyterian: 200 3rd Street, Lingle WY, 82223;  

Email: linglepresbyterianchurch@gmail.com;  

Facebook: Community Presbyterian Lingle WY; Phone: (307) 837-2729 
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Save the 
dates: 
SUNDAYS 

WORSHIP WITH US  
AT 9:30 AM ONLINE 

  
IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

TO BEGIN JULY 5

AUG. NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 

FRIDAY, JULY 17

TORRINGTON 
SESSION MEMBERS 

RHONDA ESTES 2020, 
ERIN ESTES 2020 

JANE IDDINGS 2021, 
ELLEN PRESTON 2021 
ROYDEN JAMES 2022, 

DIANE NYE 2022

THE PRESBYTERIAN 
POST

LINGLE  
SESSION MEMBERS 

MARY HARSHBERGER 2020, 
RYAN YUNG 2020, 

 AARON BAHMER 2021,  
LINDY ELLIS 2021, 

 TRENDA WEISSHAAR 2021,  
DON AIPPERSPACH 2022,  

ANN ROSE 2022

http://www.firstwyomingupc.org
http://www.apple.com
mailto:firstwyomingupc@gmail.com
mailto:linglepresbyterianchurch@gmail.com
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Upcoming events 
See article on this page  for in-person worship regulations. 

Sunday, June 28- Worship via Facebook or YouTube: 

(https://www.youtube.com/user/bkmcburney/videos) 

Sunday, July 5- 9:30 a.m Worship at the church in Lingle (live via YouTube/Facebook for anyone not 
comfortable attending in person) 
 11 a.m.  Worship in Torrington 
Wednesday, July 7- No Mary/Marthas  
Thursday, July 9- No PW Coordinating Council- Torrington 
Sunday, July 12- 9:30 a.m Worship at the church  in Lingle (live via YouTube/Facebook for anyone 
not comfortable attending in person) 
 11 a.m.  Worship in Torrington 
Thursday, July 16- No PW Coordinating Council- Torrington 
Sunday, July 19 - 9:30 a.m Worship at the church  in Lingle (live via YouTube/Facebook for anyone 
not comfortable attending in person) 
 11 a.m.  Worship in Torrington 
Monday, July 20- Torrington Session - 6:30 p.m. at church  
Tuesday, July 21- Lingle Deacons- 4 p.m. at church  
 Lingle Session- 6:30 p.m. at church  
Sunday, July 26- 9:30 a.m Worship at the church  in Lingle (live via YouTube/Facebook for anyone 
not comfortable attending in person) 
 11 a.m.  Worship in Torrington 

Caution! More change ... 
The Sessions met in June and have decided to resume worship starting July 5th with the following 
health restrictions, based on the CDC’s recommendations:  
  ~ Masks will be worn at all times- Please bring your own if possible,   
   otherwise one will  be provided to you 
  ~ Physical distancing will be practiced  
  ~ No fellowship time before or after the worship service  
You should not attend worship if it poses a threat to your health or if you do not feel well. With the 
relaxed restrictions in the county, there seems to be a feeling that we don’t have to worry any more. 
But it is not over yet. There is a dangerous virus moving across our world and we must take 
precautions.  
A weekly online worship service will still be offered at 9:30 via Facebook and YouTube. Printed 
materials will continue to be available each week. Phone calls are your best friend- so reach out to 
friends and families when you are feeling isolated.  
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July’s communion is scheduled for the 12th. Trays will be passed with individual servings of juice and 
bread.  
Rather than pass the offering plate, there will be an offering station near the entrance of the building. 
Please keep your pledge up-to-date! 
There are no plans at this time to resume Bible Study.  
There are no plans at this time to resume GIFT.  
For many of us, this is an exciting development. Just remember that everything is subject to change. 
If there are more cases of the virus detected in the county we will go back to our previous practice. 
Please stay safe, wear your mask, wash your hands with soap and water.  
Your health and wellbeing is our top concern.  If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out 
to Pastor Bruce or an elder.    

Prayer Chains of Lingle & Torrington 
churches continue as a strong tradition 
Lingle and Torrington churches both have prayer chains. Each church has a prayer chain that has 
existed for years.  

Torrington Church has a prayer chain that has two lists, one is a phone list that Shirley Hull 
532-2360 initiates and the other is a text chain that either Rhonda Estes 534-6141 or Diane Nye 
(303)264-8716 start.  Shirley contacts the second member on the phone list to share prayers; the 
second calls the third, etc.  Each member prays immediately and continues the chain by calling the 
next member.  Rhonda or Diane, whichever is called first sends a text to all on text chain.  Prayers are 
confidential, and we like to have permission before sharing someone’s name. 

***Torrington takes this opportunity to invite anyone that is not a member of the Prayer Chain that is 
called to be a prayer warrior to contact Shirley Hull 532-2360 or Rhonda Estes 534-6141.  If you serve 
on the chain and would like to be relieved of this duty, please call Shirley or Rhonda as well. 

Torrington would like to encourage calls with Joys and Thanksgivings to be lifted before the Lord in 
prayer as well. In worshiping together in service we have a designated time that we share in joys and 
concerns. We miss sharing in others’ “Joys” during this time of distancing because of the pandemic. 

Lingle Church prayer chain consists of two lists as well, the phone list Jeanette Pontarolo 837-2697 
or 534-6171 initiates the call chain and Lindy Ellis sends out their prayer list by email. 

Lingle and Torrington prayer chains are separate, but as sister churches that are yoked, we have been 
sharing prayer concerns.  Rhonda contacts Lindy Ellis and Lindy contacts Rhonda. 

If someone from Lingle would like to be contacted by text or someone from Torrington would like to 
be contacted by email, contact us and let us know. We can make this arrangement since our prayers 
are shared. 

Torrington’s new list will be out soon.  If Lingle’s prayer chain would change they will let members 
know. 

Thank you, prayer chain members for your service. 
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Congregational survey 
THANKS TO ALL FOR COMPLETING THE CONGREGATIONAL SURVEY!  
The Communications Committee used the information to make decisions regarding worship.  
Other committees will use the data in planning for future events. 

Security alert! 
 
Unfortunately, there have been recent incidents with scammers sending texts or emails in the name 
of pastors asking for money.  This is a practice called “spoofing” and needs to be ignored. If you ever 
get a text or email in Pastor’s Bruce’s name/number, DO NOT click on any link provided or send any 
kind of money without initiating a call to him first to verify.  

Presbyterian Women Fall Gathering 
Things are in limbo right now with concerns of lingering Coronavirus into the fall. The Synod 
Coordinating Team will be making a decision over the summer about the Fall Gathering that 
Torrington is scheduled to host. Stay tuned! Please send your Birthday Offering gift to the church 
when you get a chance. Thanks. 

Coffee orders 
Anyone need to order coffee?  Please let Carolyn know 480-329-8998. Arabica, Robusta, 50/50 
Arabica/Robusta, Decaf. $10 per pound plus shipping. 

Lingle Deacons 
Lingle Deacons met in June and began making plans for new 
projects in the coming months with the goal of strengthening 
community outreach. 
An opportunity presented itself from Goshen County Main 
Street Association, and the Deacons voted to take up the 
challenge of putting up a “Farm Wall” with matching funds 
from the Goshen Economic Development.  
It was installed on June 19 and vegetables and herbs were 
planted. It is a hydroponic garden that will soon have fish and 
water plants added to control algae.  
The Deacons will work to develop a plan for sharing the food 
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harvested with those in need in 
the greater Lingle community. 
Stop by and take a look! 
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REFLECTIONS WITH PASTOR BRUCE MCBURNEY  

When will we wake from this dream? Does everything seem surreal to you 
these days? Maybe it’s just me. Peak Wellness here I come! Doesn’t the old 
saying go like this, ‘may you live in interesting times’? Yes, indeed we find 
ourselves in interesting times alright. This pandemic has been hard on us 
here in Wyoming because of the way news travels faster than the virus. We 
have been worried about it since the end of 2019. In ‘our little bubble’ we 
have only known 4 cases and no deaths. So people on the coasts have had 
such different experiences than ours. They have lost loved ones, they have 
had to isolate longer and with apparent consequences. They are dealing 
with the fact that what they do today has an immediate impact on their tomorrow. I could list off all 
those scripture verses that would comfort us but God does not infect us or protect us from the virus. 
Our hope is in God being with us. We are never alone and our community loves and supports us but it 
is our choices that affect our lives. Please wear a mask and wash your hands often.  
Reminds me of a group of people who knew that God was with them and that in order to support their 
community in a healthy way they needed to step up and make changes in their behavior and the 
world. They saw that the systems were not being fair to all the people in their new world. We 
celebrate the fact that the founders of this country saw that those in power were not concerned and 
caring for all the people and a change needed to happen. As we celebrate the 4th of July this year I 
hope we take the time to look deeper at our history and learn more about how we have arrived where 
we are in the year 2020. We always make mistakes and moving forward we can always make changes 
for the better. Let us remember that God has been one of the motivations that led to the founding of 
our nation. God also motivates us to keep seeking justice and equity in our lives and the lives of those 
around us. Happy 244th Birthday to us! Eat some cake and icecream. 

You are blessed!

Bruce 
For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; 
then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. 1 Corinthians 13:12 
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